Elisabeth

18/04/02

History

Florence Nightingale

Florence Nightingale was born on the 12th of May, 1820 in Florence, Italy. Florence Nightingale was well educated and rich. She was disgusted by how people were treated in hospitals all over the world. She wanted this to end. She went to the Crimean war and was to bring a group of 38 nurses. Although the army doctors didn’t like the idea of nurses helping, there were so many injured that they had no choise else then to let the nurses’ help. Florence decreased the death rate from 42% to 2% in less then 2 years.

Florence Nightingale raised enough money for a nursing school. In 1830 there were no trained nurses, but thanks to Florence Nightingale there were 7000 trained nurses after 50 years.

On the 13th of August 1910 she died at the age of 90.

Marie Curie

Marie Sklodowska Curie was born on the 7th of November 1867 in Warsaw, Poland.

Marie and her husband Pierre Curie worked together and they found that the uranium ore contained more radioactivity than could be explained by the uranium content only. They won a Nobel prize in 1903 for this discovery in physics.

In 1906 Pierre became weak because of the work with radioactivity and he was killed when he was run over by a car.

This didn’t stop Madame Curie from working and in 1911 she won a Nobel Prize in chemistry for isolating radium and studying its chemical properties.

Marie Curie died on July 4th, 1934 from leukemia.

Alexander Flemming

Alexander Flemming was born on the 6th of August 1881.

Alexander Flemming worked at St. Mary’s lab, which was very untidy. Alexander Flemming was tidying the lab when he found some mold on a dish, when he saw that He thought, “This looks funny”. Around the moldthe staph bacteria had been killed. He took a sample of the special mold. In 1929 he made a report on penicillin, but very little people showed any interest at all.

After World War II Howard Florey and Ernst Chain continued Alexander Flemming’s work.

Alexander Flemming, Howard Florey and Ernst Chain were awarded the Nobel Prize in 1945.

Alexander Flemming died on the 11th of March 1955.

Louis Pasteur

Louis Pasteur was born in Dole, France on December 27th 1822.

Louis Pasteur discovered the “germ theory of disease” which is dseases caused by germs. He also found out about rabies, anthrax, chicken cholorea and silk worms. Louis Pasteur work as a chemist teacher in university. Louis Pasteur’s theory was pasteurisation. You are going to pasteurise milk for example, you boil the milk to 55oC  then you cool it down quickly. Louis Pasteur thought that his theory could explain how Edward Jenner’s vaccination worked.

All ideas that Louis Pasteur had weren’t accepted. Je for example told surgeons to boil the instruments efore use, but most surgeons ignored  this.

Louis Pasteur died on the 28th of September 1895.

Edward Jenner

Edward Jenner was born in 1749 in England.

In the 18th century smallpox was a major killer. If you didn’t die, you would become handicapped.

Edward Jenner was a doctor. Edward Jenner started to observe milkmaids, since patients refused to inoculate because thay belived that if you ha suffered from cowpox, you wouldn’t suffer from smallpox. He discovered that people who had suffered from cowpox were immune to smallpox. He had an experiment, he scraped the pus from a cowpox sore and he put it in a young boy’s arm. He called it vaccination.

Edward Jenner died in 1823.

Semmelweis

Ignaz Semmelweis was born in 1818 in Hungary. 

Hippocrates was first to realize that puerperal fever was dangerous. But in the 18th century when people were ih hospitals an epidemic broke out.

Ignaz Semmelweis worked as an (unpaid) assistant to a professor named Klein at the German hospital in Vienna. When Klein was working at the hospital (1823-1846) the mortality was 5-7%, but before Klein the mortality was 1-2%.

Ignaz Semmelweis noted down the mortality rate in the clinic where women were taken care of by doctors and mediacl students, whiles women in the second clinic were taken care of by ignorant nurses.

Ignaz Semmelweis did not belive in the “Galenic” theories, nor did he belive in the “Miasmic” theories. 


After a lot of research Ignaz Semmelweis found the answer; wash your hands with chlorinated lime solution before taking care of the patient. In 1861 Semmelweis gave out a book named “The aetiology, understanding and prevention of childbedfever”.


Ignaz Semmelweis died in 1865 in Vienna, Germany.

